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Summary of Notable New Features in “Zosma” (v. 3.3) 

The manual describes all features in each release of SPOD platform.  Each paragraph marked with   red pin 
highlights the “What’s new” in the current release: 

Major features 

• Deep2 (DatalEt-Ecosystem Provide), the subsystem that offers the visualization components has been 
entirely redesigned to improve performances and for greater usability (more details below). 

•  Cocreation room :  
o  A new User-friendly Interface in the Cocreation:  

 Each cocreated room shows more details, such as the description, the avatar of the 
owner of the room. 

 The main menu of the cocreation provides   information such as the ownership of 
the room,  pending and accepted  invites for the cocreated room;   title and 
description of the room   

o The form in the Cocreation introduces types of roles (the ownership and user rules): the 
ownership of the room can create, modify the form; all other users can add only new rows to 
the questionnaire. 

• Commentarium room introduces the type of roles (the creator and annotator) and tags in a shared 
document. 

• New datalets included (also provided within the Controllet):  
o New datalets, such as Polar, Spider, Funnel Pyramid and, CloudWord charts, have been 

introduced in SPOD platform. 
• Datalets now provides an improved exporter of images: 

o A newly redesigned exporter  of an image for published datalets  with preset size for image 
post ideal for Facebook, Twitter and Google+ or custom image sizes. 

o Linking to the SPOD landing page (i.e. Datalet link): In SPOD, each published datalet offers its 
own link service allowing to share directly, on the social networks, the URL of the landing 
page of a published SPOD datalet with additional information. 

• Chinese SPOD platform: SPOD platform  in the Chinese language for the project, that focuses on 
Mandarin-speaking communities and open government data usage in Taiwan,   led by Dr. Hsien-Lee 
Tseng, assistant professor of the Department of Public Administration and Management, National 
University of Tainan. The objectives are to have a ROUTE-TO-PA website translated to Mandarin 
Chinese and to publish more than one open datasets on TET platform. 

• Wide access to datasets previously not accessible:  
o Several CKAN services were not accessible as the HTTP server was not correctly configured for 

machine-to-machine access and it denied access to our SPOD services. Now a new service 
(i.e. CORS service) introduces an additional layer between the Controllet and any OPEN DATA 
portal to allow to visualize any dataset when CORS (Cross-Origin Resource Sharing) issues 
occur. 
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1  Q U I C K  I N T R O D U C T I O N  

The Social Platform for Open Data (SPOD) enables social interactions among citizens around open datasets 
coming from different sources (dataset providers).  

Social features 

A joint authentication mechanism allows a user to connect to both SPOD and TET platforms. 

SPOD is a social platform and, then, enables the traditional social features among users. A user can write a status, 
can join ongoing discussions, comment and like others’ status/comments. As in social networks, we can establish 
friendship with other users, chat with them and see what they are doing.  

But SPOD also offers some new features like attaching visualization of datasets (called datalets) to the comments, 
advanced “Public rooms” for the discussion (with support to the navigation and orientation), a “Private space” 
where each one can practice and build privately datalets, and a collaborative group where data can be co-created.  

When you enter, you find yourself into the “What’s new” page which shows what the other SPOD users are 
currently doing, what public rooms are currently being updated, display updates about your friends, and (on the 
left) it shows synthetic information about the status of the SPOD, some help video and Tweets from relevant 
sources. 

2  S O C I A L  P L A T F O R M  F O R  O P E N  D A T A  

An unauthenticated user can access the home page of Social Platform for Open Data (SPOD), named “Open Wall”, 
showing the first overview of SPOD. 

 

If the administrator has enabled the registration, a new user can register/sign up on SPOD 
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A new user can register on the SPOD platform, only if the administrator has enabled the registration, clicking 
“New user? Register here” link. 

If registration is enabled, any user can access to SPOD platform by clicking on the ”New user?Register here” link  
furthermore a new username and password will be created;  otherwise s/he can log in with own Facebook 
account. 

3  L O G I N  

Before proceeding to the SPOD platform, you need to register your profile and become a member of the SPOD 
platform. Only approved users will be allowed to login to the platform. Users waiting for approval as well as 
denied users will not be able to login to site. Only the administrator can dis/enable the registration for a new 
user. A new user can registration on SPOD platform only if the administrator has enabled the registration.  

 SIGN UP 

Only if the administrator has enabled the registration in the SPOD platform, a new user can click on “New user? 
Register here” link, a “Sign up” page allows to fill out information such as e-mail address and a password. 

 

 

The registration of new user suggests to fill out the following form with e-mail address, and password and new 
password (see screenshot below);  
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A message notifies the new user to receive instructions to confirm email address’ user.  

 

 FACEBOOK CONNECT 

Facebook connect allows users to interact on the SPOD platform and allows users to log into the SPOD platform  
with  Facebook account without registration on website. 

Allow users to join, sign in, and synchronize profile info using their Facebook accounts in SPOD platform. 
(Available on SPOD platform with enabled user registration) 
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 FORGOTTEN PASSWORD 

The “Forgotten password” process can be used for changing password. In both cases, password change and reset 
in case of forgotten password, the process is the same.   Click on the “I forgot my password” link to add the e-
mail address to receive instruction on how to reset the password and then click on the “RESET” button. 
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 UNIFIED LOGIN FOR SPOD/TET 

A user can access to SPOD and TET with a unique username and password credential. 

4  S U C C E S S F U L  L O G I N  

Once logged in, you can see your “What’s new” page and can see the recent social activities taking place on SPOD 
platform. 

 
Figure 1: “What’s new” page in SPOD with custom widgets (Users, Agora Activities, SPOD help and Tweets) on the left side  

 USE R PROFILE  

Once logged in, a user can customise profile information in several way: 

1. A user can change/edit his/her profile or change password clicking on the on the navigation top main 
menu (on the right), clicking on “Profile Edit” from drop-down menu. 
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Another way to change your profile is the following: 

2. A user can switch in the “My friends’ activities” page from your “What’s new” page, and s/he can 
customize the profile by choosing a few quick features (e.g., change avatar etc…)   

 

 PRIVATE MESSAGES 

A private message is available clicking on  button on the top navigation menu.  

 CHAT 

A synchronous messages, e.g. a chat, are available on the bottom bar right corner, with features like “Find 
contact”, “show only online users” and “Show all users”. 

 NOTIF ICATION  OF ACTIVITIES  

Notifications of the platform are displayed clicking on the   button, on the top right corner menu. 

 MY PREFE RENCES  

Each user can change the setting of the following properties, click on “My Preferences” in the navigation top main 
menu (on the right).  

Privacy 

How my profile, presence, newsfeed and my friends are public to all, visible only to my friends or private; invite 
all or only my friends to the chat. 

 ADDIN G FRIEN DS & FRIE NDS REQUEST 

You can invite your friends individually selecting a user from “Members” page. 
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At first, you select the user for the friend’s request and then you click the “Add to Friends” button.  

 

Once this user accepts your request, your “My friends’ activities” page will show up your friends list.   

 

 UPLOAD  IMAGE  

Attach a media file (e.g., images), click on   button to choose a media file 

 
Figure 2: Upload a media file and post a message (status) 

In each page as “What’s new” (includes “My friends’ activities”), in “Public Room” pages, a user can post a 
message clicking in the box area of the “Newsfeed” section (see Figure 2).  

 IMPORT L INK OR CHART VISUALIZATION  

You can import a list of available datasets or links stored in the “My space” page,  if you click on the following  

 button and “search” functionality  of the “My space” is available: 

 

Figure 3: Click on   button for import links, data visualization from “My Space” page. 
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Figure 4: Select a datalet or a link from “My space” page. 

 BROWSING USERS  

Click “Members” on the top main navigation menu to see all online and latest users, send a friends request. 

5  N A V I G A T I O N  O N  S P O D   

Once logged in, the main menu navigation panel, on the top of your home page, will allow selecting the main 
features of the SPOD platform that will be described in the following sections. A Help context can you explain 

with more details all the features in SPOD, you can click on   button on navigation bar to the top right corner. 

  WHAT’S NEW 

This page shows both all the activities (e.g. posts, likes, photos etc…) to everybody or only the friends. On the left 
side, the administrator can add custom and configurable widgets (e.g. Tweets, Agora Activities, SPOD Help RSS 
feeds, Static content, etc.…) 
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 SHOW ALL  USE RS’  ACTIVIT IES  

“What’s new” page shows all the activities (e.g. posts, likes, photos etc…) to everybody chronologically ordered 
even for users that are not my friends and it provides  a switch between the activities of all the users and only 
the friends in the network, click on button, named  “Show only my friends’ activities”. 

Choose to attach a Datalet to a comment 

By Datalet button (circled in Figure.) near the post creation control, you can attach to your comment/post a new 
Datalet. Everyone, even without technical expertise, can create and share visualization of a chosen dataset with 
few simply steps using the wizard that assists you step-by-step, through the creation (or modification) of a 
Datalet. 

 

Datalets coming from "My Space" 
You can also re-use the Datalets that you placed in "My Space". By clicking on the button shown, a pop-up 
shows all the existing Datalets that you can choose from. 
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 SHOW ONLY FRIEN DS’  ACTIVIT IES  

Only all friends’ activities will be shown and the following list of available features: 

o Share a post 
o Upload a media file  
o Import a link or data visualization from “My space” page 
o Section for change the user profile  

 
Figure 5: This page shows only users’ activities Agora 
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 QUICK HELPER 

A context helper, click on  button, is available in the top right corner shows all the activities (e.g. posts, likes, 
photos etc.) to everybody, in chronological order, from all users (included those that are not my friends). You can 
filter only the activities of your friends in the network, clicking on the button "Show only my friends' activities". 
You can interact like in a traditional social network, by writing your status or commenting others' status. The main 
difference is that you can attach to your comments a Datalet, i.e. a component that interactively loads Open 
datasets and visualise them. You can choose to insert a new Datalet, or to reuse one that you saved in your 
personal "My space". 

 
Figure 6: Helper for “What’s New” page 

 AGORA 

Agora is where each user can create a “Public room” to start a new discussion/debate that is open to all the users.  

A context helper for Agora, click on  button, is available on the top in the right corner.  
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 MOST RELEVANT, POPULAR, LATEST AND MY AGORA  

On the left side, Agora displays different views on each tab to organize the Latest, Relevant, Popular and My 
Agora  , finally a “search” feature is available. 

On the right side, more details are given for each selected discussion room:  

• Description shows  a short description of the discussion room (1) 
• Statistics section shows Views, Comments, and Datalets. “Views” shows Popularity: how popular is this 

public room in the SPOD? It depends on how many views has received in total, with respect to the others.  
Comments and Datalets describe respectively the number of comments and datalets in a discussion 
room. (2) 

• Users indicates the number of users  who have participated in the debate (3) 
• Suggested Datasets shows all  recommended datasets by the user (4) 
• Email Notification allows to receive e-mail for each new message in the room. Users can opt not to 

receive the following email alerts. (5) 
• Number of unread messages (6) 
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 CREATE A PUBLIC ROOM 

To create a new room, just press the big  (Add) button , in bottom middle side of the screen, and insert 
the subject and a brief description of the room  (e.g., Subject, Body). ). If you don’t see the big button, it because 
the administrator has chosen to configure SPOD so that only the moderators can do that. 
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Figure 7: Create a new Public Room 

 DELE TE A PUBLIC ROOM 

Only administrator can delete a room in the Agora. 

 

 RECOMME NDE D DATASE TS  

The user that created a Public Room can also add a set of recommended datasets, that are easily accessible by 
the participants in that Public room (via the Controllet). To add recommended datasets, click on the list to the 
left (to show "My Public Rooms") and select the room. 

How select a suggested dataset 

Each owner of a room can suggest a set of datasets. Click on the  button of the “Suggested datasets” section 
and a new dialog displays to add a new dataset to suggest. 
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In the room with suggested datasets highlights them in yellow.   

 

Figure 8: The public room allows selecting “suggested” datasets highlighted in yellow 

 MENTIONS IN THE  DISCUSSION ROOM 

Typing @ symbol, followed by a username, will notify the person so that she/he can access and read the 
comment. The list shows all users:   

• @mentioning everyone currently in the discussion room, 
• @mentioning  friends of the user 
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 PUBLIC ROOM 

Click on a specific of public discussion room (see Figure 9) and move back up in the “Agora” when  click on colored  
border  of the “Public Room” and a set of features to enrich a contribution  will be described in the following 
sections. 
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Figure 9: a first overview of a “Public Room” with all features (see figure above) and datalet (see figure below)   

Features 

The list of features available (see screenshot below) in a public room when a comment is posted: 

• Add a datalet [1] 

• Add a maplet [2] 

• Import from “My space”  [3]  
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• Attach a document (e.g., pdf or image file) [4] 

• Sentiment (3): reaction to a post in a discussion with dis/agree or neutral opinion. [5] 

 

 

 IMPORT FROM “MY SPACE”  

Clicking on the this button , a new page, named My space, allows to choose data visualization  before 
previously created  in the own private space send and a post in "Public Room".  

 ADD A NEW OR SUGGESTE D DATASE T 

Click on datalet button to add a visualization of a new datalet, choosing a new datasets or a “suggested” 
datasets (all dataset in yellow highlighted)  

 

 UPLOAD IMAGE  OR PDF DOCUMENTS 

In each discussion room, the  button allows to upload photos or pdf documents: 
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 SENTIMEN T INDICATORS FOR A POST 

Click on the  button to give your opinion with dis/agree ( / ) or neutral opinion ( ) in a post. 

 CONVE RSATIONS ON SPOD WITH REPL IES  

A user will have the ability to reply directly to comments left on Page content of the user and start conversation 
threads, which will make it easier for the user to interact directly with individual readers.  
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  MESSAGES NOTIFICATIONS AND E-MAIL  N OTIFICATION  

Weekly messages notification  

On the left top side, a user can check the number of unread messages and on the right top side, only unread 
messages will be displayed for every day of the week. 

E-mail Notification  

The notification enabled button (   ) allows to keep track of the activity in each discussion with notified via 
e-mail. 
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 SEARCH IN THE DISCUSSION ROOM 

Click on the left side on the Search button , and on the right top side, fill out the search box. 

 

 

 SENTIMENTS 

Sentiment represents an emotion expressed by a user based on their opinion towards a post. Every time you add 

a new post in the chat, you can express you opinion by selecting from the Opinion Button ( ): 

- Neutral(Grey color node in the graph) 
- Agree(Green color node in the graph) 
- Desagree(Red color node in the graph) 
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Click on the left side on the Sentiments button , and on the right side there are a representation to display two 
values that represent a percentage the amount of negative sentiment and positive comments. 

 

 USE RS GRAPH  

Click on the left side on the Users Graph button , and on the right side there are graph where each node is a 
user and the relation between the users shows a relationship of friendship in SPOD platfom. The mouse over on 
user highlights all friends of the user. 

 

 DATALETS GRAPH 

Click on the left side on the Datalets Graph button , and on the right side there is the (bipartite) graph 
represents two sets, i.e., on the left side the datalet and on the right side the datasets, edges represent 
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relationships between them. If you bring the mouse over a node (no click) you can read the comment of the node 
and if you click the chat on the left will move and highlight the corresponding datalet with comment 

 
Figure 10: A Datalets-based graph 

 COMMENTS GRAPH 

The comments graph ( ) highlights the interactions among users in a discussion room. The reply tree is a 
graph where vertices are users and the edge represent any interaction between the users. 

The comments graph: 

• Each node of the graph represents an user  
• The edge between the user represents the reply between the users and the white edges 

represent the interaction among users 
• The Individual answers  become white highlighted incoming  and outgoing  edges   upon mouse-over of 

the specific user   
• The activity is represented the “reply to” edges, labelled with the number of replies of an user   
• The thickness of each edge  shows the number of received replies of an user 
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Figure 11: Individual answers of a user become highlighted with white incoming and outgoing edges   

 DELE TE OR MODIFY A COMMEN T 

Delete or modify a post/comment: only the comment owner, or an administrator, can modify and delete 
comments. 

 

 MY SPACE 
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My space is the place where each user can manage datalets, text and link in a personal area, as a reminder or for 
later use within a post (in What's new or in the Public rooms of the Agora).  

The “My” space organizes and archives a list of item namely, text notes, datalets (i.e. visualization of datasets), 
URL (web pages) etc. for additional discussion.  

A first glance at the “My space” at the start up. 

 
Figure 12: “My space” page is empty 
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Clicking on the  button, all features will be shown (see Figure below) 

 

 

Figure 13: “My space” page shows all features 
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Each content is placed in a "card". You can add in a card a URL, a datalet (visualization of a dataset) or plain text, 
simply by clicking on the big "+" button in the right bottom corner. In order to display the content of a card, just 
click on the blue button in the middle of the card. Each card has also a title (in black background) and a comment 
(below the title). For each card, on the top, you can modify (pencil icon) or delete it (basket).The layout of the 
cards follows the temporal order (most recent first). You can create different types of cards: 

• Maplet ( ) 
• Decision tree (  ) 
• Link card   (  button) 
• Text card  (  button) 

• Open Data visualization   (  button) 

To display content just click on the  button in the right side of the card. When a user tries to view its own datalets 
in their private space, SPOD does not contacts the actual data provider but retrieves the data from its own 
database. This allows for a great speed improvement and in a better user experience. 

 INCLUDE A DATALE T  

Click on  button to include a datalet. 

In “My space” page, a first card includes a map as datalet with comments (see Figure 14). 

 
Figure 14: A first card of a datalet in My space 

 TAKE-NOTES    

Create a dataset visualization  

Click on  button, a note  is added in the “My space” page, filling out the following section and a preview of the 
notes is displayed on the  right side (see Figure 15, Figure 16): 
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• Title: title of the a new card to visualise on the black  bottom section  
• description 
• text 

 
Figure 15: Add a note in My space 

 
Figure 16: A new note is added in My space 

Modify, delete and preview of a note 
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 It possible to see a preview of a selected card (e.g., notes) clicking at the right bottom on    button or modify 

  or delete  it. 

 ADD L INK    

Click on  button,  a link with a comment is shared filling out the following section (Figure 17, Figure 18): 

• Title  
• description 
• link: address of datasource  

 
Figure 17: A link in My Space 
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Figure 18: A new link is added in My space 

Modify, delete and preview of a link 

 It possible to see to modiy or delete of a selected card (e.g., link) clicking at the top right  on   buttons  or  

 respectively. 

 ADD A DECISION TREE  

SilverDecisions can be used in My Space of the SPOD platform, clicking on the button  . 
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6  D A T A S E T  V I S U A L I Z A T I O N :  C O N T R O L L E T  

SPOD allows the creation of visualizations from Open Data (OD) stored on any external OD platform. In particular, 
SPOD platform supports CKAN/TET, OpenDataSoft platforms as well as other external sources. 

SPOD supports the creation of visualization from any other external dataset with the copy and paste of  ts URL.  
Users creates visualizations through a step by step usable wizard named Controllet. 

 VISUALIZATION AND DISCUSSION ON DATASETS 

A new discussion can start on the selected dataset and visualise a specific chart starting a discussion on Open 
Data. To post a new chart and a comment, e.g., in “My friends’ activities” page, by clicking on the “What’s 
happing” text: 

 

The   button for SPOD appears.  

 

Clicking on   button, the following section “Dataset source” shows how to import many datasets using 
standard CKAN web API   and visualize them. 

Several steps will allow to add data visualization of your chosen chart.  

 VISUALIZATION OF OPEN DATA FROM AVAILABLE OPEN DATA PROVIDE RS 

The first step offers more options to select a dataset (e.g., FROM PROVIDERS, FROM COCREATED, FROM 
EXTENDED SEARCH). 
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Figure 19: Search for provider or dataset:   search for open data provider, clicking on the search, named Provider, on top of 
the left side or search for dataset, clicking on the search on the bottom of the right side. 
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STEP 1) 

Search a specified dataset, typing the  first character in the search (e.g., typing “Les entre”), and metadata  of the 
dataset, made available from the selected  open data provider and showed on the right side, help  to know the 
dataset. On the top of the right side, the “green” narrow, on the top of the right side, notifies to go on the next 
step. 

Try your datalet with the following API address: 

API URL   = https://data.issy.com/api/records/1.0/search/?dataset=entreprises-tic-
issy&rows=150&sort=nom&facet=sous_secteur&facet=membre_d_un_reseau 

The wizard for create a datalet suggests several open data providers to choice a dataset  

• FROM PROVIDERS: a list of open data providers; these settings are edited through the administration 
screens  

• FROM COCREATED: a list of available datasets created and published in the ”co-creation data” room  

FROM PROVIDERS  

Search a dataset in an open data provider, at first select an open data provider, then  search  a dataset, for 
example, with search key “Le en”. The selected dataset shows, on the right side, the metadata. 

 

Step 2)  
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As support of creation of chart, an analysis of the data quality  suggests the error type of each field of the dataset, 
for example, the below screenshot shows a yellow triangle as  warning to highlight empty values to exclude for 
the creation of the chart with the “Expert Mode” section. 

Once you have chosen a dataset, you move to the second step (by using the arrows on top right) for selecting the 
fields. On the left, you can find the fields that are available. As you choose which field to select, a preview of the 
data is shown on the table to the right. When you are done with the field selection you can move forward by 
clicking on the arrow on the top right (or if you wish you can go back to the previous step with the arrow to the 
top left). 

 

EXPERT MODE 

Click on the “EXPERT MODE” section to show Filter, Group by and Query sections. 

To exclude all null values (or undefined) of a specific fields, FILTER section is selected adding the following 
operation (e.g., selecting as field the null highlighted field, “effective_connu” field with the operation “not =”, see 
below screenshot) 

 
Figure 20: An example of filter mode to exclude null values highlighted in the previous warning of the above screenshot 

Clicking on the “Disable Filters” button, the below screenshot shows what it happens, e.g. the “Filters” mode is 
disabled and again the warning is showed. 

http://www.routetopa.eu/


 www.routetopa.eu     44 / 209 

 

And/or bracket in the field filtering 

An example to mix “and” “or” operators in the same query 

 

GROUP BY 
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STEP 3)  

Different charts are available, and are shown on the left, in a list that includes details like the name, type and 
description of inputs and settings supported by each chart. Once a chart is selected, you must choose, for each 
input required by the chart, the corresponding field from the set you selected in step two. You can also customize 
the chart by setting a title, comments, labels on the axes, and so on. While you make changes, the preview is 
shown on the right, so that you can control the effect of your choice right away. When you are satisfied, you can 
add the Datalet by clicking on the "Add" button. 
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Figure 21: Select a chart on the left side and details are available on the right side in the “DATALET INFO” section  

 
Figure 22: “INPUT” section to fill in and a preview of the dataset is available on right side  
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Figure 23: A custom chart with the “OPTIONS” section  

 VISUALIZATION OF OPEN  DATA FROM RE MOTE DATASETS  

STEP 1) “Dataset api data url” 

The Controllet allows the visualization of remote datasets by clicking on “Selected url” text to import a chosen 
remote dataset. 

Selecting as Open Data provider1,   TET provider, select a dataset with enabled API ( ), see the following 
example:  

                                                                 

1 http://dublin-tet.routetopa.eu/en/ 

http://www.routetopa.eu/


 www.routetopa.eu     48 / 209 

 

 And click on   to know the address of the dataset to use for SPOD, if this button is not present on the 
provider, the dataset is not available for SPOD. Copy and paste  the address showed in the  “Query example (first 
5 example)” section: 
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Try your datalet with the following API address:  

“http://140.203.155.91:8080/api/action/datastore_search?resource_id=6bba16fa-f315-
47b8-af30-a01d69d0792c&limit=99999 

STEP 2)  

“SELECT DATA” section allows to select the data you want to visualize. Clicking the data on the left side and they 
will visualize in a table on the right side.  
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STEP 3)  

“SELECT VISUALIZATION”: select  and customize a chart  

http://www.routetopa.eu/


 www.routetopa.eu     51 / 209 

 

 

 AN Y CKAN PROVIDE RS 

You can add datasets using any CKAN provider. Search an Open Data portal  that is powered by CKAN  (e.g., portal 
Open Data portal of the Lazio Region (Italy) (https://dati.lazio.it/ ). 
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• The Open Data portal offers Data API to use in SPOD, by clicking on the    button 
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The Open Data portal offers the address for SPOD (e.g., copy and paste the address described in the “Query 
example (first 5 results)”)  

 

Now the address of the “Query example (first 5 results)” is copied and pasted into the “Select url” section of the 
SPOD. 
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The wizard will help the user for the visualization of the selected dataset. 

 OPEN DATA PROTOCOL (ODATA): CBS DATA PORTAL 

CBS portal is available at the following address: 

• https://opendata.cbs.nl/dataportaal/portal.html?_catalog=CBS&_la=nl&tableId=37296ned&_theme=7
9 
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On the left side, click on the  link and the select the following link:  

• https://opendata.cbs.nl/ODataApi/odata/37296ned/TypedDataSet 
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To run in the Controllet of SPOD platform as exernal URL in the “Selected url” 

 

An example of datalet in SPOD 

 

 DATALET WITH DATA GROUPING 

 Datalets (only with “large” datasets) now introduce a slider to allow the user to filter in/out and zooming. 
Grouping is activated when there are many data points in the chart and it increases performance it makes it easier 
to spot trends in a chart. 
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7  C O - C R E A T I O N  R O O M  

A new collaborative space to guide the user to constructive discussions within a small, private (by invitation) 
group (named Co-creation Knowledge room) and to produce or create new datasets (named Co-creation data or 
media rooms).  

The Co-creation knowledge room ( ) includes tools specifically designed for small groups such as creating a 
template document for each of the three phases (e.g. Explore, Ideas, Outcome) and annotation via post-it of the 
datalets to be discussed (with synchronous notification for real-time discussions). 

The Co-creation data room ( ) allows the users produce further datasets by either manipulating existing ones 
on the platform (helped with an import feature in Co-creation process) or  creating a new dataset (Co-creation 
data process)  that can be shared with other users creating new datalets for starting discussion in rooms of Agora. 
Users can discuss and add "likes" on produced datasets.  

The Co-creation media room ( ) has a shared spreadsheet with fixed columns (named Title, Description, Image, 
Location, Date, User) that allows users to enrich with further columns allowing the publication of the created 
media dataset.  

The Commentarium room ( ) allows the owner of the room to upload and modify a document, and adding 
comments; all invited users can only add annotations to the document (that is in read only) and it is possible to 
mark the text originally selected when user adds a comment 

 
 

Figure 24:  All features:  (1) View all datasets; (2) Add a media room; (3) Add a Co-creation knowledge room; (4) 
Add a Co-creation data room; (5) Add a Commentarium room. 
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Figure 25: On the bottom right  corner of the Cocreation, it is possible to create  Media,  Knowledge, Data  or Commentarium 
room and  take a look at all datasets 

 CREATE A NEW CO-CREATION ROOM 

On the bottom right-hand of the Cocreation page, click on  button to fill out the details of the room: 

• Name of the Room 
• Description 
• Metadata 
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 ADD A NEW MEMBER IN A GROUPING WORK 

Click on the     at the upper-right corner to invite new users to join the room. 

 

Typing a letter, it suggests the first name starting with that letter. 
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 VIEW ALL DATASET 

“View all dataset” (  button)  is  a feature to show the datasets created and exported by groups in the Co-
creation data rooms, that allows to see the dataset, the notes and the link to the dataset and more. 

 

In the “TOOLS” column, on the right side, the following features are available: 

• Open (   button): every time you add a new dataset in the Co-creation data room,  you can see  any 
dataset in the Co-creation data room   

• Downloads as CSV (  button): every time you add a new dataset in the Co-creation data room, you 
can download the dataset as CSV file 

• Copy link (  button): every time you add a new dataset in the Co-creation data room, you can copy 
and paste the address (URL) of the dataset 

• Downloads doc (  button): every time you add a new dataset in the Co-creation data room, you can 
download the notes of the dataset as HTML file. 
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8  C O - C R E A T I O N  K N O W L E D G E  R O O M  

 NOTIF ICATION  IN THE  CO-CREATION ROOM 

When a user is invited in a room, s/he will receive a notification message, on the lower left side of the page, 
shows some invitations to join to specific room and clicking on the “CONFIRM TO JOIN” link to accept the invite. 

  

Now you can select an already created room with the accepted invite or create a new room. The accepted invite 
will allow to see the collaborative space of the created room. Click on the “Explore” to enter into the room.  

 HOW TO START IN A ROOM 

To start in a room click  menu   (  green colour for data  room,  orange colour for media room,  

blue for knowledge room,  red colour for the commentarium room) on the top left side. 
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Figure 26: All features (show Explore, Ideas, Outcome, see Library, Add datalet, show Info, modify UI with Split screen) in a 
knowledge room 
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Figure 27: All features (i.e., Dataset, Metadata, Notes, Discussion, Datalets, and Info and modify UI with Split screen) in a data 
room. 
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 CO-CREATION KNOWLE DGE ROOM 

A  collaborative space to guide a user to constructive discussions within a small, private (by invitation) group. It 
includes tools specifically designed for small groups such as co-creating a template document for each of the 
three phases explore, ideas, outcome, and annotation via post-it of the datalets to be discussed (with 
synchronous notification for real-time discussions). 

8.1.3.1 EXPLORE, IDEAS, OUTCOME PAGES 

 

A collaborative space for each feature (e.g., Explore, Ideas and Outcome) is ready to edit documents 
collaboratively in real-time and provides a list of features: 

• Clear collaboration: it is possible to see changes being made by other users in real time and each 
participant is identified by a color and name  

• Chat: a synchronous communication is available with other people who are using the document 
• Recording Revisions: it is possible to save specific versions at any time. A time slider shows anyone the 

history of the shared document. 
• Exporting: a document can  be downloaded in plain text, HTML, Open Document, Microsoft Word or 

PDF format 

 

All features in a room: 
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• User Interface: enlarge, split the shared document, the datalet etc. into panes  
• Add, delete a datalet 

• Add Notes ( ) 
• Export to HTML, PNG, RTF 
• Import in My Space 

 

 

8.1.3.2 NOTIFICATIONS  

Notifications are updates about “Co-creation” activity (e.g. new datalet, post-it etc.). The below screenshot shows 
a pop-up notification on your screen you receive when a note is created. 
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8.1.3.3 ASSOCIATED COMMENTS 

A comment (it is like a post-it) to a datalet can be added clicking on the bottom left side on the  button: and 
a new pop-up window will appear to fill out “Title” and “Content” of the new comment.  

 

8.1.3.4 HOW TO CHANGE AUTHORSHIP COLOUR IN A SHARED DOCUMENT  

Click on the left side of the coloured icon (see screenshots below) and each member can choose a colour  
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 LIBRARY 

Click on the Library button on the top left side: 
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At first, a new dataset can be added and it will be available in the Library section. 

• Add a new dataset clicking in  the “Add” tab 

 

To add the dataset in the library, click on the  button on the top right side. 

A new dialog, named “Create new dataset,” appears to fill out with “name”, “Description” fields 
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And this datalet will be shown among  suggested datasets of the Controllet  in the  “Co-creation”  room. 

• Library tab shows all datasets previously created 
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Each datalet of the Library will be available when a new datalet is added in the “Co-creation”; it will be suggested 
in the Controllet in the room (e.g. the dataset will be highlighted in yellow). 

 

 ADD DATALE T 

To add a datalet in the Co-creation knowledge room, click on the  button, named “Datasets”, on the left side: 

 

You can add a new datalet, clicking on    button or delete it, showed in the bottom right side: 
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9   C O M M O N  F U N C T I O N A L I T E S  I N  D A T A  A N D  M E D I A  
R O O M  

• Create a New Sheet, Export CSV and Import CSV files, list of function (SUM, PRODUCT, AVG etc…).  
• Collaboration on the same dataset with the support of validation criteria: users can edit the same 

document at the same time. Everybody's changes are instantly reflected on all screens. Finally, the 
dataset will publish it in a new provider, named SPOD provider available for Controllet to share it in social 
tools (e.g., Agora, What’s new). 

• Each dataset can be authored providing also sources (in a shared text editor) and metadata 
• When published, each dataset is accessible to build a datalet in the traditional ways (buttons in What’s 

new, Agora’s public rooms, etc.) 
• Cocreation:  a “View all dataset” new feature to show the datasets created and exported by groups in 

the Co-creation data rooms, that allow  seeing the dataset, the notes and the link of the dataset and 
more. 
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Figure 28: Create a dataset with data validation with notes and metadata for the dataset (1) and (6) social and collaborative 
discussion with attached file (e.g., doc, pdf and images document) (2) show information about the room; (3) show all invited 
members (4) add a new datalet (5) Show the gallery of the uploaded images; (7) Create a form; (8) customize the user interface 
, finally publish the dataset to make it available among providers of the Controllet, named SPOD provider clicking on the 
“PUBLISH DATASET ON SPOD“ button. 

 METADATA 

When you create a new data room, the “METADATA” schema section suggests which standard  for the metadata 
(that is Dublin  Core or DCAT-AP_IT ), just now we recommend to leave the default value (that is or DCAT-AP_IT) 
in order  to facilitate the publication on the Open Data portal supporting) 
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A look at the metadata, choosing DCAT-AP it standard 

 

 

The list of the mandatory fields, as the   

• Dataset Title 
• Description 
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• Dataset subject: This property refers to a category of the Dataset. A Dataset may be associated with 
multiple themes. 

• Frequency: This property refers to the frequency at which the Dataset is updated. 

 

Save the metadata, clicking on the “Submit” button. 

 PUBLISH  ON CKAN  

Only a user with “publisher” role can publish on the CKAN open data portal and see the “The Publish on CKAN” 
button on the left side, opening the menu on the top-left corner 
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A wizard allows to publish directly the dataset with own  metadata on the CKAN portal.  

The first step of the wizard allows to setting the CKAN open data portal, choosing a specific organization already 
created on the CKAN portal. 
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The next step shows a review dataset content  
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Follows a review of Metadata already saved in the cocreation-data room (see Figure below) 
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Additional cocreation notes can be published on the CKAN portal clicking on the “PUBLISH” button. 

http://www.routetopa.eu/


 www.routetopa.eu     80 / 209 

 

 

 

  CREATE A  SPOD FORM 

The SPOD form (SPOD v.3.3) includes 5 field types: 5 question types, Province, Date, Number and 
Select. 

The owner of the cocreated room  starts to  organize an initial spreadsheet with the field names of 
the form and  clicking on button, a SPOD  form with the added questions appears to specify the types 
field see screenshots below). Only the owner of the cocreated room can create a new form. 

1. Organization of the  spreadsheet  with name fields 
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2. Click on the button to fix the field types  

 

3. Here the SPOD form filling the labels and fields types: 
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And “Submit” button confirms the SPOD form.  

9.1.3.1 ROLES  

The SPOD form provides three roles that can be assigned to users: 

• Owner can  
• Default user 
• Observer 

User right Owner Default 
user 

 Observer 

Creare field names in the sheet             
Creare a form adding field types,  
customize each field with tooltip etc. 

        

Fill in the form                                              
 
 

 CUSTOMIZE YOUR FORM: F IELD TYPES  

The form in SPOD allows the following field types: 

Field types Description 
String Allow for input  of text, typically one line, such as  

name 
Number Allow for input  of number 
Date Appears as a calendar pickers such that a user can 

input a date 
Select Allow to create a list of values, i.e. a pop-up menu   
Province A combo suggest a  list 
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Province 

The “Province” field type suggests a list of provinces. 

 

Date  

The Date field appears as a calendar pickers 

 

 

Select 
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Any user can see the following SPOD form: 

 

Tooltip and required field 

Add a tooltip and required field 

 

 

Here the SPOD form with tooltip  

 

 

 

 FEATURES OF A NE W SPREADSHEE T 

9.1.5.1 UPLOAD IMAGES 

You can upload a photo from right click Context Menu, i.e. right mouse click to select the cell and open a context 
menu to select “Add image”. A dialog allows to transfer images from your desktop to SPOD platform, furthermore 
you can drag an image from your desktop on the drop zone and a preview will be available in the spreadsheet. 
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9.1.5.2  IMAGES GALLERY  

All uploaded images in the Co-creation data room will be available in SPOD platform in an Images  Gallery, clicking 

on the    button. 
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9.1.5.3 SEARCH 

A search in the spreadsheet is available on the bottom right side of the page.  

 

 

9.1.5.4 PAGING IN SPREADSHEET 

For large datasets, all information keyed into spreadsheet can continue to a new page when needed. 
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  A  DISCUSSION ROOM  

Discussion room allows to import a datalet  from own private space or add a new datalet.  

 

 

 

When a datalet added, the preview of the visualization will be showed clicking on button and it the post 
will be published clicking on the “SEND” button.  
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 CO-CREATION DATA ROOM: IMPORT 

 

9.1.7.1  CSV DOCUMENT IMPORT WIZARD 

Import from any csv document  

When importing a CSV in a Co-creation room, now a wizard guides the users, proposing a preview of the file and 
performing some sanity checks on the proper formatting (actually, number of columns common to all the rows 
and wrong or missing header). 

Clicking “Manage Sheets” button on the left top corner, and select “Import CSV” button and a wizard opens to 
choose a CSV document.   

 

Co-creation data room provides a new architecture allowing to import a csv data file using an import wizard with 
suggestions for unsure data in *.csv is correctly imported. 

The Co-creation provides an improved wizard to inform the user about the CSV file quality. When the file has an 
error, the wizard shows the issue in red and does not allow the file import. In this version the followings checks 
have been added: 

• CSV files with an empty header 
• CSV files that have a different number of fields in its rows 
• The header (first row of the csv) has fields without a caption; 
• The csv file contains empty rows (otherwise ethersheet throws an Exception). 

An example of imported correctly dataset   
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An example of a csv file error, e.g., the file shows an empty header 
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9.1.7.2 IMPORT DATASET FROM SPOD  

On the top left corner of the screen, the menu button, (the three horizontal lines), opens a cascading menu, 
selecting “IMPORT FROM SPOD” button to choose available datasets in the “FROM PROVIDER” or “FROM 
COCREATED” tabs on the wizard to continue in second page to check all data of the chosen dataset, finally the 
“IMPORT DATASET” button allows to import the dataset in the sheet of the Co-creation data room. 
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 CSV DATA QUALITY IMPORT FILES   

Before importing a csv file, a check and validation CSV data files has been done.  

Date formatting 

Dates in csv file should be formatted in the following formats: 

• YYYY/MM/DD or YYYY-MM-DD 
•  DD/MM/YYYY or DD-MM-YYYY 
• YYYY/MM oppure YYYY-MM 

 CREATION  A DATASE T TO PUBL ISH IN SPOD: STE P BY STE P  

• Creation a dataset with  Notes and Metadata of the dataset 
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• Create or import a dataset  

 

• Clicking on  button on the bottom right corner to add a new datalet   with a data validation  utility. A 
User Interface clean-up allows to analyse a data quality as support during the process of chart creation.  
A warning suggests the error type of each field of the dataset 
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•  Publish the dataset: click on the  button in the cascading menu on the left top corner 
(three horizontal line icon opens the menu) 

 

•  A new dialog appears  to publish the dataset on the SPOD platform, clicking the  
button on the left side 
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SPOD provider makes available the created dataset to publish and share in social space (e.g., Agora, What’s new), 
clicking on the “FROM COCREATED ” tab of the Controllet 

 

 

 DATA COCREATION: ADD INTE RACTIVE MAP  

Click on the cell with the right click of the mouse, the “Add a point from the map” button appears. 
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Figure 29: select a cell and mouse right click to appear “Add a point from the map” button 

 

Figure 30:  Search box on the left top side with autocomplete  
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Figure 31: Customize the map 

 
Figure 32: Add a datalet with a custom map 

  

http://www.routetopa.eu/


 www.routetopa.eu     98 / 209 

 FUN CTION  IN SPREE DSHEET  

Click on  “Views Functions” button on the left top  side of the sheet and new functions list appears. Each 
column  is named with A, B, C etc, here an example to sum all values  in the third column: = sum(C2:C85). 
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1 0  M E D I A  D A T A  R O O M  

Media data room ( ) was introduced to create a synchronized photos dataset with the Mobile version (see 
“SPOD Mobile” section) 

Important notice: 

The first six columns (i.e. Title, Description, Image, Location, Date and User) must not be 
deleted or renamed, new columns can be added 

 

1 1  C O M M E N T A R I U M  R O O M  

 Commentarium room allows the owner of the room to upload and modify a document, and adding comments; 
all invited users can only add to the document (that is in read only) and it is possible to mark the text originally 
selected when user adds a comment. 
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In the Commentarium room, the menu shows  

• Discussion room 
• Info  about the room 

   THE RULE IN THE COMMENTARIUM 

Role 

At moment, two specific roles have been introduced:  the owner of the document and the annotators. 

Access rights   

For each role you would set up access to content individually. This is done by specifying what the user is allowed 
and not allowed to do. The access is specified by: 

• Create, edit a document 
• Add tags  
• Add comments 

Action Owner Users/Annotators 
Create, modify  a new document 

  

 
- 

Add tags   
- 
 

Add comments 

  
 

 

 THE OWNER OF THE DOCUMENT 

The owner of a document can import and edit of a document, add new comments. 

 IMPORT A DOCUMEN T 

The owner of Commentarium room can import a document, clicking on the  button and dialog opens 
importing different file formats (i.e., any text file or document) 
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  ANNOTATOR DOCUMENTS 

In the Commentarium room, it is possible to annotate the shared document, highlighting the selected text of the 

document (see (1) in the screenshot below) and then click  on the  button (see (2) in the screenshot below), 
after highlighted text and finally add the comment (see (3) in the screenshot below). All comments will be visible 
on the right of the page and the comment details are displayed when user clicks on the comment. 
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See the screenshot below to see the annotated document and to see how the comments (see (2) in the 
screenshot below) are only visible when hovering over (see (1) in the screenshot below):   
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  ADD TAGS IN THE COMMENT 

The owner of the Commentarium can add new tags  

http://www.routetopa.eu/


 www.routetopa.eu     105 / 209 

 

 

When a comment is added to the document, tags are available by  typing the “#” character to see all tags 
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The screenshot below shows a comment with a chosen tag: 
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1 2  I N T E R A C T I O N  B E T W E E N  S P O D  A N D  T E T  

The following services are provided, although visible only on TET side:  

o  “Get public rooms where a dataset is used in discussion”: list of rooms  where a dataset imported 
from TET is used  and showing   the following information for each room: title, summary,  number 
of view, number of comments, number of open data , creation and timestamp  

 ROOMS USING A DATASET  
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When a user is browsing through a dataset details in TET 2.0, he is also presented with a list of Agora Rooms from 
SPOD where that dataset is used in form of a datalet. The picture below shows that the dataset “Punti Wi-Fi ad 
accesso libero Del Comune di Prato e della Provincia di Prato” is being used for discussion in a room called 
“Ampliamento della rete Prato free Wi-Fi”. 

 

12.1.1.1 ROOM SUMMARY 

For each room listed by the DataFlow “Rooms using a dataset”, SPOD also exports another DataFlow called “Room 
summary”. In the same example as above, TET can also display a preview of the room: 
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In the picture above, SPOD exports a list of comments, authors and avatars from the Agora Room. The user can 
reach the discussion on SPOD just by clicking on the Room title (“Ampliamento della rete Prato free Wi-Fi”) or by 
clicking on the link “Join the discussion”.  

User not logged 

In SPOD platform, a discussion room appears and a user can login clicking log-in link on the right top corner. 
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 IMPORT DATALET 

Users have the ability to create Pivot tables on datasets in TET. The generated Pivot Table can be seen as a derived 
dataset, and can be exported into user’s “My Space” area of SPOD. The example below shows a Pivot Table 
created in TET (notice the “Export to SPOD” button) and the resulting  datalet in the user’s “My Space” in SPOD. 
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http://www.routetopa.eu/


 www.routetopa.eu     112 / 209 

 

1 3  C O M M U N I C A T I O N  B E T W E E N  O P E N D A T A S O F T  A N D  
S P O D  

SPOD platform accesses datasets published on open data portal across Europe as   Issy-les-Moulineaux 
(https://data.issy.com/page/home/, Open Data Portal, powered by OpenDataSoft). 

 ISSY-LES-MOULINEAUX IN SPOD 

Issy-les-Moulineaux  opens public datasets made available by the  Open Data portal (http://data.issy.com/ )  and 
all data include several categories.  

 

In SPOD platform, a new discussion can start on the selected dataset and visualise a specific chart starting a 
discussion on Open Data. To post a new chart and a comment, e.g., in “Quoi de nouveau?” page, by clicking on 
the “Quoi de neuf aujourd’hui?” text: 

 

In SPOD platform, clicking on   button, a wizard of the Controllet allows to visualize the dataset: 
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Another way (“remote address”) is to add a new dataset by clicking on “Selected URL” text to import a chosen 
dataset: 

o Search an Open Data portal with a data catalogue with OpendataSoft web API (e.g., portal Open 
data portal of the Issy (France), https://data.issy.com/ ). 

o The Open Data portal offers Data API to use in SPOD, by clicking on the    button and   the 
address for SPOD on the bottom of the web page  
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In the SPOD platform, copy and paste the URL address:  

Try a datalet with the following API: 
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“https://data.issy.com/api/records/1.0/search?dataset=pastedtext1&sort=-annees&facet=annees” 
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 A NEW PORTAL (REMOTE DATASET) 

Région Île-de-France opens public datasets made available by the Open Data portal (http://data.iledefrance.fr/ ) 
and all data include several categories.  

 

In SPOD platform, a new discussion can start on the selected dataset and visualize a specific chart starting a 
discussion on Open Data. To post a new chart and a comment, e.g., in “Quoi de nouveau?” page, by clicking on 
the “Quoi de neuf aujourd’hui?” text: 
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Add a remote datalet (“remote address”)  clicking on “Selected url” text to import a chosen dataset 

o Search an Open Data portal with a data catalogue with OpendataSoft web API (e.g., portal Open 

data portal ) and clicking on  button 

 

o The Open Data portal offers Data API to use in SPOD, by clicking on the    button and   the 
address for SPOD on the bottom of the web page  
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Try a datalet with the following address:  

http://data.iledefrance.fr/api/records/1.0/search?dataset=bilan-parcours-europeens-des-
lycees-professionnels-2015&facet=type&facet=academies   

and a wizard help you to visualize the selected datasets: 
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1 4  D A T A L E T S  

 SPOD ON SOCIAL MEDIA: FACEBOOK, TWITTER AND GOOGLE+ 

How sharing a posting with datalet or directly the datalet on social media, namely Goggle+, Facebook or Twitter, 

respectively, clicking on the right side of each datalet on the social media button ( , , )  

• Share a post with datalet on Facebook: 
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• Share a link with datalet on Twitter 

 

• A datalet shared in Facebook: 
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• SPOD Tour (First page): In Facebook, clicking on the SPOD post a new page explains details about the 
owner of the  posting,  where the data visualization is in SPOD (e.g., in What’s new, in Agora)   

 

• SPOD Tour (the second page):  a second page allows dragging to the right to discover features of SPOD 
platform 
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• On the right side of page, a navigation is available among the pages.  The following page displays 
interactive datalets.  
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  FEATURES OF A DATALET 

The list of features available for each datalet, clicking  button on the on the right bottom corner of each 
datalet: 

 

• Datalet link is the web page with datalet and additional information 
• Export to HTML  

Click on the “Export to HTML”, and a dialog opens to suggest to copy to clipboard with CTRL-C and then  click on 
“ok” button. This feature provides  a datalet that allows for a chart  embedding with the use of  in  HTML <iframe> 
tags. 

http://www.routetopa.eu/


 www.routetopa.eu     125 / 209 

 

 

 

 

 

Furthermore, any  html editor (e.g., http://codebeautify.org/htmlviewer/)  can visualize the datalet,  

 

Other features for each datalet are: 

o Export to DOC: download a doc file with additional information (such as the name, the creation date 
of the datalet, the dataset format, last modified URL and API; in additional it embeds an image of 
the datalet).     

o Export to PNG:  

Exporter service allows to customize images sizes for social networks (  ,   and   ). Select a 
size preset or input your custom dimensions to share an image post. Follow the recommended 
image dimensions for your favourite social network. 
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Follow a datalet of SPOD with  input of an your custom dimension 

o Export to RTF: export the datalet as rtf file showing details about the datalet such as, screenshot of 
the datalet, creation date, dataset format, dataset link, the owner of the datalet. 

o Import in My space: can import any datalet into a private space (e.g., My space). 
 
 

• Enlarge a chart  allows  to display  in full screen the chart clicking on  button 
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  AVAILABLE CHARTS 

The following table describes all available charts in SPOD platform: 

Chart Types Description SPOD platform  

 

A table is a means of arranging 

data in rows and columns. 

 

 

A bar chart is a chart that presents 

grouped data with rectangular 

bars plotted horizontally with 

lengths proportional to the values 

that they represent. 
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Column chart (and Stacked 

column chart)  is a chart that 

presents grouped data with 

rectangular bars plotted vertically 

with lengths proportional to the 

values that they represent. 

 

 

A line chart is chart which displays 

information as a series of data 

points called 'markers' connected 

by straight line segments. A line 

chart is often used to visualize a 

trend in data over intervals of 

time. 

 

 

An area chart is a chart which 

displays graphically quantitive 

data. The area between axis and 

line are emphasized with colors 

and textures. Commonly one 

compares with the area chart two 

or more quantities. 
 

 

A heat map is a graphical 

representation of data where the 

individual values contained in a 

matrix are represented as colors. 
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A pie chart is a circular statistical 

graphic, which is divided into 

slices to illustrate numerical 

proportion. In the pie chart, the 

arc length of each slice, and 

consequently its central angle and 

area, is proportional to the 

quantity it represents.  

 

A scatter chart is a type of plot or 

mathematical diagram using 

Cartesian coordinates to display 

values for typically two variables 

for a set of data. The data is 

displayed as a collection of points, 

each having the value of one 

variable determining the position 

on the horizontal axis and the 

value of the other variable 

determining the position on the 

vertical axis. 

 

 

A bubble chart is a type of chart 

that displays three dimensions of 

data. Each entity with its triplet 

(v1, v2, v3) of associated data is 

plotted as a disk that expresses 

two of the vi values through the 

disk's xy location and the third 

through its size.  

 

A tree map is a chart for displaying 

hierarchical data by using nested 

rectangles. 

 

 

Map 

 

 

Geojson Map  
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Italy Map 

 

 

Media Slider is a slider of media. 

 

 

Audio Slider  

 

Timeline is an interactive 

visualization chart to visualize 

data in time. The data items can 

take place on a single date, or have 

a start and end date (a range). You 

can freely move and zoom in the 

timeline. The time scale on the 

axis is adjusted automatically, and 

supports scales ranging from 

milliseconds to years. 

 

 

Word cloud  datalet allows to 

create a cloud chart from text 

data. The respective dataset 

contains a list of words and the 

corresponding frequency counts 

in a specific variable.  

 

The Funnel chart allows to 

visualize the progressive 

reduction of data as it passes from 

one phase to another. 
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The Pyramid chart is a triangle 

diagram that allows to represents 

hierarchies visually. The width 

indicates a level of hierarchies 

among the topics. 

 

 

Spider chart displays a visual 

interpretation with multiple 

dimensions 

 

 

Polar chart 

 
 In the following sections, SPOD platform visualizes some example of charts with open data datasets.  
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 BAR CHART 

 

 COLUMN CHART 

 

 STACKED COLUMN CHART 
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 LINECHART 

 

 PIE  CHART 
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Step 1) Choose an available dataset, as remote address, for example in Issy  Open Data portal  

Try your dataset with the following address 

https://data.issy.com/api/records/1.0/search/?dataset=les-arbres-fruitiers-du-
fort&sort=arbre&facet=arbre&facet=variete 
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 AREACHART CHART 

Dataset is available from “Île-de-France” Open Data portal:  

API: “/api/records/1.0/search?dataset=logement-jeune-2014-2015&facet=departement&facet=ville” 

 

STEP 2) “SELECT DATA” 

 

STEP 3) “SELECT VISUALIZATION” 
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 BUBBLE CHART 
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  HEATMAP  

 

 SCAT TER CHART 

 

 MAP  
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Map with categories for markers 

Map shows grouping markers by category (the legend with categories on the right bottom side), filling out the 
“category” field (see below screenshot). 
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 ITALY MAP 
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 MEDIA SL IDE R 

The media slider is a slider of media with the following inputs values: 

MEDIA URL: The url of the media. 

MEDIA TITLE: The title of the media. 

MEDIA DESCRIPTION: The description of the media 
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  T IMEL INE  

The timeline is an interactive visualization chart to visualize data in time. The data items can take place on a single 
date, or have a start and end date (a range). You can freely move and zoom in the timeline. The time scale on the 
axis is adjusted automatically, and supports scales ranging from milliseconds to years. 

The Input values are the following: 

START DATE: The start date of the event. A string representing an RFC2822 or ISO 8601 date (e.g. 2015-03-25, 
03/25/2015, Mar 25 2015, 25 Mar 2015, Wednesday March 25 2015) or a single number rapresenting the year 
(e.g. 2017, 7, -150) or a roman number rapresenting centuries using 'bc', 'b.c.', 'bce' or 'b.c.e.' to discern Before 
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Christ/Before Common Era centuries (e.g. IV, X bce, III b.c). Other formats may be used, but results may be 
unexpected. 

END DATE: The end date of the event (see start date). 

EVENT TITLE: The title of the event. 

EVENT DESCRIPTION: The description of the event. 

MEDIA URL: The url of the media. 

BACKGROUND: The fully-qualified URL pointing to an image which will be used as the background or a CSS color, 
in hexadecimal (e.g. #0f9bd1) or a valid CSS color keyword 

 

 

 

  WORD CLOUD DATATSE T 

This datalet visualizes a set of words, where the size and placement of a word depends by how it is weighted. 

 

  FUNNEL DATALE T 

The Funnel chart allows to visualize the progressive reduction of data as it passes from one phase to another. 
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 PYRAMID DATALET 

The Pyramid chart is a triangle diagram that allows to represents hierarchies visually. The width indicates a level 
of hierarchies among the topics; each section is a different width from others. 

 

 

  RADAR CHARTS 

A radar chart is a graphical method of displaying multivariate data in the form of a two-dimensional chart of three 
or more quantitative variables represented on axes starting from the same point.  

The radar chart is also known as spider chart or polar chart. 
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14.3.17.1 SPIDER CHART 

 

 

14.3.17.2  POLAR CHART 
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1 5   T H E  C O N T R O L L E T  F A C E S  U P  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  C O R S  
V I O L A T I O N  E R R O R  

Several CKAN services were not accessible as the HTTP server was not correctly configured for machine-to-
machine access and it denied access to our SPOD services. Now a new service (i.e. CORS service) introduces an 
additional layer between the Controllet and any OPEN DATA portal to allow to visualize any dataset when CORS 
(Cross-Origin Resource Sharing) issues occur. 

An example with the following address: 

• http://dati.comune.milano.it/api/action/datastore_search?resource_id=c2222c94-639f-4980-9393-
e815638cc00d&limit=5  
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1 6  I N T E G R A T I O N  W I T H  A N Y  C K A N  P R O V I D E R   

From every datalet shown from TET (and any CKAN), it is possible to connect back to “data source” and to the 
information’s page of the datasets . 

How visualise, known a dataset address, the appropriate page of the dataset. 

Consider the following example: 

Try a datalet with the API dataset  = 
http://140.203.155.91:8080/api/action/datastore_search?resource_id=97d015ba-8764-

4a59-8a21-9647504058de&limit=99999 
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Figure 33: Click on “dataset” link to display the page of dataset in TET provider. 

 
Figure 34: The page of TET provider clicking on the “dataset” link in the STEP3). 

This feature works fine with any CKAN data providers. 
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1 7    I N T E G R A T I O N  W I T H  U L T R A C L @ R I T Y  P R O V I D E R  

UltraCl@rity,  search engine for Greek government open data initiative, provides a JSON compatible with CKAN, 
using SPOD datalets (e.g., dataset visualization) and importing variable from JSON.  

It is possible to show data coming from a query to the Ortelio Ultraclarity engine.  

UltraClarity is indexing the full text of 425 documents (PDF, DOC, etc) published in the following repository  (Prato 
Town Council (Italy): 

• http://prato-tet.routetopa.eu  

UltraClarity is indexing the full text of 3,280 documents (PDF, DOC, etc) published in the following repositories  
(Netherland ): 

• https://www.dataplatform.nl/data  
• https://data.openstate.eu 

UltraClarity is indexing the full text of 1,463 documents (PDF, DOC, etc) published in the following repositories 
(Dublin): 

• https://data.dublinked.ie/dataset  
• http://vmdatagov01.deri.ie:8080/  

 

In the Controllet, “FROM extended search“ tab  (see 1 in the screenshot ) allows to search a dataset (see 3 in the 
screenshot) filling in the “search” field (see 2 in the screenshot) : 

• Dublin repository (e.g, Search = “bike”) 

 

• Prato repository (e.g., Search = “Alberi”) 
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• Dataplatform repository (e.g., Search = “Openbare Verlichting Dordrecht”) 
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1 8  L I N K - B A C K  B E T W E E N  S P O D  A N D  I S S Y  ( O R  A N Y  
O P E N D A T A S O F T  P R O V I D E R )   

Every datalet shown from Open data portal of Issy (https://data.issy.com/) (and any OpenDataSoft portal, e.g., 
Open data portal of Île-de-France), it is possible to connect back to “data source” (see Figure 37) and to the 
information page of the datasets (see Figure 37). 

Try  the following dataset: 

Address = https://data.issy.com/api/records/1.0/search/?dataset=lieux-de-cultes-a-issy-
les-moulineaux&facet=religion 

 
Figure 35: A visualization of a dataset in Issy portal 

In the STEP 3), click on “dataset” link to display the page of the dataset of the Open Data provider of Issy-les-
Moulineau (see Figure 36). 

http://www.routetopa.eu/
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Figure 36: The chosen dataset of the Issy-les-Molineux 

  
Figure 37:  Open Data platform of Issy-les-Molineux 
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1 9  D A T A L E T  V I S U A L I Z A T I O N  

A  User Interface for visualization of a datalet enriched with “search” functionality. 

 SEARCH BOX 

Search for open data provider (see below screenshot)  

 

Click on  button to start the search for dataset (see number 2 in the screenshot): 

• Search facilities while typing 
• Search all datasets 
• Search by typing only initial character of a word 
• Search all dataset containing any word or letters 

 

 VISUALIZATION  

http://www.routetopa.eu/
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The first step, on the left side, will show only csv format file.  

 

 A REMOTE DATASET 

Remote address via API available from any CKAN or OpenDataSoft portals (e.g., TET- enabled CKAN platform, Issy-
les-Moulineaux, Île-de-France etc.) allows dataset visualization. 

In the STEP1), add in the “Select url” box, a remote dataset via API, a (see Figure below): 

 
Figure 38: A remote dataset via API from TET provider 

 DATA  

Try your dataset with the following dataset: 
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https://data.issy.com/api/records/1.0/search/?dataset=structures-petite-enfance-a-issy-
les-moulineaux&sort=type&facet=type&facet=gestionnaire 

 SUGGESTION TYPE ERROR  

A first check on the data in the dataset with a yellow triangle with explanations to highlight problem of the 
dataset: 

 

 EXPERT MODE 

• Expert section with Filters, Group By clicking on the  button at the bottom right corner 

 

 CHOICE OF A CHART  

A list of available charts is displayed on the left side and details for each chart on the right side 
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 INPUTS  

The fields in the INPUTS section drives a user in the design of a chart, shown as preview on the left side 

 
Figure 39: Select and customize a chart with additional information (e.g., Base Info, Labels etc.) 

 OPTIONS 

Customize a chart with additional information (e.g., Legend, theme, Labels etc.) 

http://www.routetopa.eu/
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  COLUMN BAR CHART  

In the “OPTIONS” section, configure “stack” option with “No” or “Yes” values for a column chart or a stacked 
column chart respectively.  

 
Figure 40:  A column chart setting “Stack” option with “No” values 
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Figure 41: A stacked chart setting “Stack” option with “Yes” values 

2 0  B L O G S  

Blogs allow all users, also not registered users to vote (rates) on a specific post of Blogs.  Only a user of SPOD as 
role as “bloggers” can create or modify a new post in the Blogs. A blog allows to add post, to allows votes (until 
now available only in prato.routetopa.eu). 

http://www.routetopa.eu/
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The “What’s new” page displays   Blogs to be shared among SPOD users. 

 
Figure 42: Blogs among widgets (on the left side) in the What's new page. 

A user with “Bloggers” role can write a new post 
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Figure 43: Only a user with “Blogger” role can write a new post  

2 1  M A N U A L  A N D  V I D E O S   

 MANUAL EASILY ACCESSIBLE 

Manual link is available, at the right bottom of the page in SPOD platform. 
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 VIDEO INSTRUCTIONS ON YOUTUBE 

Video Manual link is available, at the right bottom of the page in SPOD platform (see below screenshots). 

 

Figure 44: “Video Manual” and “Manual” on  the right bottom of the page in SPOD platform 
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Video Manual is a YouTube channel with videos to explain main functionalities in SPOD platform. 

 

Figure 45: YouTube channel for SPOD platform  

 CONTEXT-SENSITIVE HELP 

In each page (e.g., Agora etc.), or in any widget of the UI (e.g., buttons etc.),  a description  is provided with 
detailed tooltips or a brief explanation that define precisely how to interact with the control/page in question.    

The online help system in SPOD platform is available selecting   , the question mark button, and a small 
window will pop up with a short explanation of the item you selected. The features will be present in following 
pages: 

• Public Room 
• Agora 
• My space 
• Open Wall 
• What’s new 
• Members 
• Co-creation(data, media and knowledge) room 

Enrich tooltips help users with further explanations of the features in the SPOD.  

2 2  E V E N T S  

Only a user of SPOD as role as “Events” can create or modify a new event (name, time, location, address, 
description, image, event/organiser website etc). A new event allow to add a datalet or import from the private 
space one own datalet.  

A list of features available: 
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• Upcoming events 
• Past events 
• My events 
• Invitations 
• A datalet  (a new datalet or select a datalet  from private space (i.e., My space page)) can be embedded 

in the description of the event 
• Add link to google maps at a particular location with a marker on a particular point (fro example, location 

of the event). 

Only those users with assigned “Events” user role, will be able to execute actions specified in permissions of this 
role, such as for example create a new event. 
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Figure 46:  Event with map to show the location, i.e. clicking on a “map” link and geographic location is showed 

 

 HOW TO ADD COORDINATE TO FIND A PLACE OF AN EVENT  

Add link to google maps at a particular location with a marker on a particular point (for example, location of the 
event), you can: 

1) Open Google Maps  
2) In the search box at the top, type your address of location of the event 

3) In the left corner, click the Menu e  
4) At the top of the box that appears, choose “Share or Embed map”. 
5) Choose “Share link” tab to copy the URL of the location to paste into the description of the event.  
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Figure 47 Click on "Share or embed map" of the left menu and a new window opens to copy and paste the URL of the event 

To add the geographic location of the event, in the description of the event, you can click on the   button in 
the toolbar, and a new  window opens to add the URL of the location of the event. 
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Figure 48: In the description of the event, click on the “Add URL”, (i.e. red highlighted icon) and new window opens to paste 
the previously URL 

 HOW EMBEDDED A DATALET IN THE EVENT 

Another feature in the event, allows to embed a new datalet or import a datalet, previously created, from private 
space: 
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 UPCOMING EVENTS IN WHAT’S NEW PAGE 

In “What’s new” page, all upcoming events will be showed: 
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 AN INVITATION TO AN EVENT 

To invite a user to an event, click on the   button 

 

Choose a user to invite to the event. 
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The invited user will receive a notify in SPOD. 

 
Figure 49: Notify an invited user 

An invited user can see the invitation (see below screenshot) 
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2 3  M A P S  

This component has been implemented in collaboration with Ancitel team. 

A new map datalet based on openlayer that is capable to visualize KML and GeoJSON data on a multi layer map 
(such as OSM Standard, Cycle, Transport, Landscape and Humanitarian). 

A new button has been introduced in My friends' activities/What's new that it opens the map authoring 
system. 

 

A wizard allows to easy analysis of geographic data obtained from various open data portals providing data 
compatible with Open Street Map (OSM), i.e., it allows to read files formats such as KML (i.e., file format used by 
Google Earth)   

Supported Geospatial Data Formats 

• GEOJSON 
• Keyhole Markup Language (KML) 

 
1. A first step of the maplet, load an KML file  

External URL:   http://data-
delft.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/c717695124d44742bb0521d9db3fd744_0.kml  

Or  

 Dataplatform open data portal  (https://ckan.dataplatform.nl/ ) 
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2. The second step  
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3. Customize with Stroke, Fill and Label styles 

 

4. Multiply layers from different or same providers  
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 EXAMPLES:  OPEN DATA PORTAL WITH AVAILABLE ADDRESSES (KML,  GEOJSON,  WMS)  

 OPENDATA NE TWORK IN PRATO,  ITALY 

In Prato, Italy, the open data portal made available address in kml format files. 
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In SPOD, you can follow the steps: 

1) First step of the maplet 
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2) Step 2) shows the data  
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 OPENDATA NE TWORK IN NETHE RLAND 

The open data CKAN  portal in Netherland, Dataplatform offers datasets in many format (JSON, GEOJson, KML 
etc). 

 

 

An example in SPOD 

GeoJson file with address = https://ckan.dataplatform.nl/dataset/cc1d40ba-cada-4779-981f-
ff981c9ee5f8/resource/94c9a26d-c8f4-47df-bbfc-160273ed13b1/download/monumentensdam.json 

 You can follow the steps: 

1) First step of the “Maplet”, choose a GEOJON document  
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2) STEP 2), on the left side select the suggested layer  

 

To add multiple layers, select the “ADD DATASET” button.  
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2 4  N O T I F I C A T I O N  A C T I V I T Y  

 ACTIVITY ON SPOD PLATFORM 

Any User in his/her profile>>preferences>>Email notifications, can select which notifications about the site 
activity s/he would like to receive via email.  

If user logs in, for example, daily, then those notifications will be displayed as "real time" ones under 
"Notifications" console item (usually top right corner of SPOD). 

 
Figure 50: Notification in SPOD  

 

 NOTIFICATION IN AGORA OR CO-CREATION 

How to enable e-mail notification in Agora or Co-creation rooms, 

Step 1) Click on account icon in the top right corner followed by the “SPOD email notification” from the drop 
down menu on the right  

 

 

 

Select your preferred settings (Every time, every day, and every month) 
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The list of all notifications in Co-creation 

• Someone creates a new Co-creation room 
• Invitation in  room 
• A new dataset has been published 
• New comments added in a data Co-creation room 

The list of all notifications in Agora 

• New comments added 
• Mention 
• New room 
• Reply to  post 

Different ways to send email alert: 

 

On the right side, all rooms and an “Agora live” section to take a look at what happened in the discussion room 
of the Agora 
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An example of e-mail Notification when a new co-created room has been created 
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or a new post with visualization added in Agora and  furthermore information is available in the sent e-mail e- 
(e.g., download an image of a visualization , the Agora room with post, the address of the SPOD platform) 

 

Step 2) Choose the discussion room of the Agora to enable e-mail notifications 
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Now the user can receive e-mail notifications   from activity of the discussion room   both from  Mobile or/and 
desktop version of SPOD. 

2 5  D E C I S I O N  T R E E  

The “SilverDecisions” project is developed at Decision Support and Analysis Division, Warsaw School of 
Economics. SilverDecisions is a software for creating and analysing decision trees.  SilverDecisions is available  
visiting its website: https://github.com/bkamins/SilverDecisions/wiki.  

SilverDecisions can be used in My Space of the SPOD platform, clicking on the new button  ( ). 
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2 6   S P O D  M O B I L E  

SPOD app for Android introduces the media data room in the  Co-creation allowing to create a  dataset 
embedding  photos with additional data, such as Title, Description,  Date, User and location to see exactly where 
the photo was taken with geolocalization details (GPS coordinates). This room with media datasets will be 
synchronized on the SPOD platform to enrich with other data cultural information and afterwards to publish in 
SPOD platform. 

The co-created room will have a new type named “Media rooms” on the SPOD and will be also accessible on 
SPOD (if needed, actually, you should use the F5 button refreshing the web page). 

By using SPOD Mobile users will not only share content (e.g., photos) but photos will also include automatically 
geolocation for each photo in the mobile app.  

 GOOGLE PLAY STORE 

Discover and download SPOD  app for your Android phone through the Google Store app         
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The address of the “SPOD Mobile” in the Google Play Store is the following: 

- https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=eu.spod.isislab.spodapp&hl=en  

 AUTHENTICATION 

After installation, the SPOD mobile app ( ) is available on mobile device 
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The login screen of the app allows to select (beside credentials) which SPOD server to log in. So, we will have one 
app that allows to log in, in different SPODs  

Launches SPOD app and is prompted with a login screen 
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The first field allows to choice a SPOD platform (e.g.: http://spod.routetopa.eu or  http://spod.databenc.it/) 

 

1. Tap the “Login” button to select the type of authentication (e.g., standard authentication or connect 
with Facebook)    
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 AN OVERVIEW IN MOBILE 

In the mobile, the following features are available: 

• Agora 
• Cocreation 

o Co-creation data room  
o Co-creation knowledge room 

o Co-creation media room  

o Commentarium room  
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 COCREATION: MEDIA ROOM 

• All features: Co-creation media room 

You can access several SPOD Mobile App functions on the menu page. Tap the menu icon ( ) to view these 
options: 
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 Co-creation: media rooms  

o Create a media room that it will be synchronized in SPOD desktop version, clicking on the button 
on bottom left corner (+ button)  
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Filling the suggested fields to create a new media room (see below screenshot): 

 

Here the new media room (see below screenshot) 
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In the SPOD desktop platform, you can see your media room already created in the SPOD mobile 

 

Here you can invite users to enrich your dataset with data, clicking on the + button, on the right top corner. 
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Otherwise, you can create your media room directly on the SPOD desktop version. 

In the Co-creation page of SPOD, you can add a new  media room, clicking on the + button (see below screenshot) 

 

This new media room will be synchronized on the Mobile SPOD app. 

Add a photo in the Co-creation media room 
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How add a dataset with photo, title position 

 

Select a media room, and click on the (+ Add an item) button on the centre bottom, 

 

•  Take a picture  and then  typing Title, description;  an initial dataset will be create  in the created room in 
SPOD desktop platform with other data (geolocalization data,  photos) 
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Here the first row of the dataset: 

 

In the media room, here the first row of the cocreated dataset, clicking on the map icon of the photo (on the right 
bottom  below button) to see the location of the photo. 

http://www.routetopa.eu/


 www.routetopa.eu     196 / 209 

 

Synchronized dataset in SPOD desktop version with initial data, such as Title, Description, Location (GPS 
latitude/longitude information also included), Date, Image, User will be created 
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The Media Room of SPOD desktop version will allow to invite other users (only the owner of the media room can 
invite others), so that the media room of SPOD mobile will share the pictures of all invited users. 

 COCREATION: DATA ROOM 

The Co-creation data room ( ) shows all features (dataset, Metadata, Notes, Datalets) 
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 CO-CREATION KNOWLEDGE ROOM 

The Knowledge Co-creation room ( ) allows “Explore”, “Ideas”, “Outcome” and Datalets pages. 
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 COMMENTARIUM ROOM 

For more details see the section 11 of this tutorial. 

http://www.routetopa.eu/


 www.routetopa.eu     200 / 209 

 

 AGORA AND DISCUSSION ROOM 
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• Show all rooms in Agora 

 

• Details about a post with datalet  
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App Android v.1.1.0 allows to create only media room. 

 MOBILE NOTIFICATIONS  

Each discussion room of the Agora or Co-creation (data or media rooms) allows to enable push notification (i.e., 
enable or disable the toggle button (see below screenshot)). 

 

The list of all notifications: 
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Where Notification types Button Setting Push notification 
Co-creation rooms Joining a room 

 
Every time, Every 

day  or Every 

month   Commenting in a room  

 Invited to a room  

 New dataset published  

Agora rooms Room creation  

 Mentioned in a discussion room  

 Post reply  

 

Button Where in SPOD How to set Push notification 

 Agora discussion rooms, 

Co-creation data or 

media rooms 

 
 

 
Join to a new Co-creation 

room (data, media and 

knowledge rooms)   

Join the Co-creation room 

 

• How to set push notification 
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• Email and push notifications 

 

• Invite someone to join a new room (only data room ) from Mobile application 
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• Invite someone to join a new room (only data room  ) from desktop  version of SPOD 

Users can receive only those notifications which they selected to receive under own profile >> “SPOD Email 
notification” of their accounts.  
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Glossary  
A list of technological terms and icon button that will be used in the SPOD platform 

Button Technological Terms/ 

Name 

Where in SPOD Functionality or description 

 

Datalet button What’s new Attach to a comment/post a new Datalet, 

with few simply steps using the wizard that 

assists step-by-step, through the creation 

(or modification) of a Datalet. 

 

Open My space What’s new Import any datalet or web link from My 

space 

 

Upload an image What’s new Upload an image file 

 
Map button What’s new Attach to a comment/post a new Map, 

with few simply steps using the wizard that 

assists step-by-step, through the creation 

(or modification) of a Maplet. 

 Associated dataset 

provider 

What’s  new and 

Controllet 

A list of open data provider suggested by 

the  administrator. 

 
SPOD Helper On top right corner 

of the Top Menu 

In the “Open Wall” page,  SPOD Helper 

shows the manual on line for the platform; 

in “What’s new” page,  explains how add 

and share a datalet, where an user can 

post  a datalet in  a comment; in “My 

space” page explains how create different 

types of cards (e.g., a text, link or datalet 

card), in “Agora” page is the place  where 

each user can create a “Public room” to 

start a new discussion/debate that is open 

to all the users. In Co-creation rooms 

explains all features in the rooms. 

 
Add suggested dataset Agora The owner of a room can add a new 

suggested dataset 

 Email notification Public room The room with enabled button allows to 

keep track of discussion to  receive 

notification via e-mail 

 Messages Public room Notification of upcoming messages in the 

discussion room 

 Search Public room Search in the discussion room 

 
Datalets graph Public room Datalets graph is graph of datalets, where 

each node represents a datalet, and edges 
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join datalet that uses the same dataset 

(but possibly with a different visualization). 

 Open My space Public Room Import any datalet or web link from My 

space 

 

    Upload image Public Room Upload a photo or pdf document in a post 

of the a discussion room of Agora 

 
Users graph Public room Users graph is graph of users, where each 

node represents a user that is participating 

in the discussion, and an edge joins to 

users that interacted (one answered a 

comment of the other). 

 

Comments graph Public room Comments graph shows interaction among 

users 

 
Opinions  graph Public room Opinions Graph is the comments graph 

with the all the green (agree) adjacent 

comments are emphasized and grouped 

together 

 

Add Agora and My space Add a new room or add a new card 

 Link card My space Add a link in My space 

 Text card My space Add  notes in My space 

 Open Data 

Visualization 

My space Preview of a card in My space 

 
Maplet My space A wizard allows to create a map (geo data 

formats including GeoJSON and OSM XML) 

 
Create a Decision Tree My space Add a decision tree in My space 

 
Modify card My space Modify a card 

 

Delete card My space Delete a card 

 
Opinion Button 

(Neutral) 

Public room Every time you add a new post in the chat, 

you can express you opinion by selecting 

from the Opinion Button: Neutral (Blue 

colour node in the graph) 

 
Opinion Button (Agree) Public room Every time you add a new post in the chat, 

you can express you opinion by selecting 

from the Opinion Button: Agree (Blue 

colour node in the graph) 

 

Opinion Button 

(Disagree) 

Public room Every time you add a new post in the chat, 

you can express you opinion by selecting 

from the Opinion Button: Disagree (Blue 

colour node in the graph) 
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 Sentiment button Public room Add a reaction to a post with 

Agree/Disagree and Neutral sentiment 

 

Info about the room Co-creation room You can take a look at all information (e.g., 

Owner, Subject, Description etc.) of a new 

created room 

 
Open Button Co-creation room Every time you add a new dataset in the 

Co-creation data room,  you can see  any 

dataset in the Co-creation room 

 

Download as CSV 

Button 

Co-creation room Every time you add a new dataset in the 

Co-creation data room , you can download 

the dataset as CSV file 

 

Copy link Button Co-creation room Every time you add a new dataset in the 

Co-creation data room, you can copy and 

paste the address (URL) of the dataset 

 

Download docs Button Co-creation room Every time you add a new dataset in the 

Co-creation data room, you can download 

the notes of the dataset as  html file 

 

View all dataset Button Co-creation room You can take a look at all datasets created 

in the Co-creation data room  and 

published in the SPOD platform 

 

Add a Co-creation data 

room Button 

Co-creation data 

room 

You can create a new Co-creation data 

room 

 

Add a Co-creation 

knowledge room 

Button 

Co-creation 

knowledge room 

You can create a new Co-creation 

knowledge room 

                  

Add a new media room 

for Mobile app  

Co-creation media 

room 

You can create a new Co-creation media 

room for mobile app 

 

Add a Co-creation 

commentarium room 

Button 

Co-creation 

commentarium  

room 

You can create a new Co-creation 

commentarium  room 

 

Open menu Agora, Co-creation 

room 

You can   open a menu by clicking the 

upper-left corner 

 

Dataset Co-creation data and 

media  rooms 

You can  write a shared spreadsheet to 

enter data, to import and export a 

document in CSV format. 

 

Metadata Co-creation data and 

media  rooms 

You can  add metadata to the dataset. 

 

 

Note Co-creation data and 

media rooms 

You can add notes to the dataset (e.g., 

fonts, bibliography etc.) 

 
Discussion Co-creation data and 

media  rooms 

Discussion room and notifications: in 

discussion room, a new message is notified 

with an icon with the counter of number of 

received and unread message. 
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Datalet Co-creation data and 

media rooms 

You can create interactive map or others 

charts (e.g., table, histogram etc.) of a 

dataset (named datasets). 

 

Form Co-creation data  

room 

The owner of the room can create a form 

 

Info about the room Co-creation data and 

media rooms 

You can take a look at all information (e.g., 

Owner, Subject, Description etc.) of a new 

created room 

 

Gallery of photos Co-creation data 

room 

Gallery of all uploaded images in a Co-

creation data room 

 

Members  Co-creation rooms   List of invited members in a  co-created 

room 

 
Split screen Co-creation data 

room 

You can choose the type of display, i.e. you 

can view one at a time (e.g. only the 

spreadsheet) or two features at the same 

time (e.g. the spreadsheet on the left side 

and discussion room on the right side). 

 Publish dataset Co-creation data 

room 

 

 Import from SPOD  Co-creation data 

room 

A wizard allows to choose a dataset from 

open data provider (stored in the SPO 

platform) or from the created published 

datasets in the SPOD platform 

 Publish on CKAN Co-creation data 

room 

Only a user with “publisher” role can 

publish on the CKAN open data  

 
Add a new user Co-creation data 

room 

You can  invite new users to the room 

 
Preview of an added 

datalet 

Co-creation data and 

media room 

You can see the preview of datalet 

 Email Activity 

Notification (Every 

time, every day or 

every month) 

SPOD activity 

notification in Agora 

or Co-creation rooms 

in desktop version 

Different ways to receive email alert 

 
Join to Co-creation 

room  

Invited in a data or 

media room of Co-

creation 
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